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What is the
International Year of
Forests?

The UM Gensral Assembly has
proiclatrmed 2011 as the
international Year of Forests and has invited
Governments, the United Mations system, MNGOs,
the prvabe sector and other forest-related
stalkeholders to come together 1o raiss awarens:s
to  strengthen the sustainable management,
conservation and sustainable development of afl
types of forests for the benefit of cumrent and
future generations.

The Intemational Year of Forests i@ a umigus
opportumity o increase public awarenses: of the
key role of forests amd sustainable forest
management in  building a greensr, more
equitable, sustainable future. The year-long
series of events will build partnerships, showcase
sccess  stories and  innovative solufions and
galvanize greater public participation in forest-
relabed activities at all levels.

Where will the
International Year be
celebrated?

Wwhile the Year will be a global
event, a large number of
activities to celsebrate the International Year will
take place at the national and regicnal lavel,

Who will coordinate
the International Year?

The UH Forum on Forests
secretanat was reguested by the
AU W General Assembly to serve as
the focal point for the implementation of
activitie: related to obzervance of the Year, in
collaboration with Governments, the Collaborative
Fartmership on Forests (CPF) and other relsvant
ofganizations.

What kinds of activities
are planned for the
International Year?

The foous of the activitie: will be
on commumication and octreach -
to convey messages and materals to promote
greater public understanding and awarenesss of
the multipls values and benefits that forests
offer. Activities planned include tree planting,
forestry fairs, exhibitions, competitions in areas
rarging from photo, art, school posters and eszay
writing to athletic trathlon:s in forests, and

publication of books, brochures and educaticnal
materals.

When will the
International Year be
launched?

The official laumch of the Year
will take place at United Mations
Headguarters durng the Sth session of the UM
Forum on Forests {I4 January - 4 Februany 2001},
The launch will feature & zeres of events
inCluding high level pansi discussion:, media
activities, bsuance of the UM commemorative
stamp series for the Intermational vear, and other
public 2vents currently under consideration.

mm Where can | get more
information on the
International Year?

an official web site i being
developed by the UM Forum on
Forests Secretanat which will serve as a central
cleanng-house for information about the vear, its
objectives and activities, and a calendar of
national, regional and Fnternational initiatives
related to the Year Until the official website is
launchad in mid 2010, information about the
International will continue o be made available
on the UM Forum on Forests weabsite.
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